arly view of old County Court House sh Ore 
we stage coach turning toward Oranges: 


Old Roads 


Newarkers of today, 
burdens ‘were. catried 


Delled by a horse In a ort of 
{reatmll on the shore. Later 


is a forgotten road 
of Branch Brook 


Heavy 


Tee 


Bark where Heller Parkway 


(Old timers will 


q 
Siagonallysorhwet the ad 
fond, may be known by the 
{all trees whieh arch over ie 
Not ese much ot 3 Seay 


there and the park it takes & 


good imagination and a 
Knowledge of old maps to 
figure out its course. 

"The Inte Baward S. Rankin, 
civil engineer and author of 


ise.” He sald that the old 
Bloomfield road began at the 
stone bridge on First River 
(ow Clay street) and ran 
slong the present course of 
Broadway to. Second avenue 
Where it turned uphill toward 
the northwest. Tt may have 
been an Indian tral and It 
‘was in later years a favorite 
route for Sunday drivers and 
Topg walks in the woods, 
‘Winding courses and gentle 
grades are characteristics of 
Al old roads of Newark that 
ate back to. Indian days. 
Oldest of all highways lead- 
ing from the Four Corners 
was the Old Crane road, de- 
scribed by Newark road sur 
Neyors in 1705 as a “path” 
Already existing. If one walks 
from the front of the Court 
House, once the watering 
place, up West Market street 
fo Warren and there board 
the No, 21 trolley for Orange, 
he is following closely this 


‘ancient road. 


Corrie were dive, ovr 
this path to be pastured as & 
herd on First Mountain and 
families from the Mountain 
traveled over it to church, to 
‘market, or to visit relatives. 
In those days peopl> walked 
distances that would horrify 

a 


alg 


‘hey were moved by chains on 


counties, trina of pack ank> 
fais caine’ down the roads 
leading into Newark from the 
North and West. 

‘Eve when people began to 
travel greater distances in 
the 17008, regularly sched 
‘led trips were made in rude 
farm wagons, with beard 
seats laid crosiie, over 
which passengers had to 
Climb in and out. In the same 
sort of wagons provisions 
poured into Newark markets 


ys and 


a windlass, 


Tate o1a Road to the Ferry, 
shown on the famowe Shoe 
aver ap of 180, iso 
Fetered tan the Old Plan 
oad, fort as planted ee 
fava Unter a bib ata ine 
hen tha type of oll road 
Yeas rapidly aking the poe 
the old corduroy road and 
Sropites 

Tol was charged wnt late 
fn the 19th Century when the 
fharter expired ‘ten the 
Si Plank’ Rosa boone a 
ar ofthe Lincs Highway, 
ea pet wae cae 

the story of Ie 

ing in The Nevark News ot 

1913 showed on the Puaale 


Sireets Grew From 


Indian Trails Used by Settlers as 


Avenues of Travel and Commerce — 


__ By Miriam Stadley 


“Print New Jersey History Litarian, Newark Pac Libary 


{from the farm lands far to 
the West, ‘The stage couchea 
familar to us in pictures did 
not become common until 
near the Revolution. 

‘For along time people and 
freight. coming into Newark 
trom the country transferred 
at the Passale River bank to 
oats Small sailing vessels 
went alrectly to New York, 
Tut about 1765 ferries were 
bull across the Passaic and 
Hackensack rivers, and roads 
to ink them with Newark 
land New York, which was 
from earliest days connected 
by a ferry with the Jersey 
shore. 

‘These ferries didnot in the 
Jeast resemble modern ferry 
boats, Simple flat bottomed 


River bridge a huge sign, 
"Drive your horses not faster 
‘than swale \ 
‘The road that was built fa 
1794" when the bridge was > 
trected near the present Pabe 
lie Library building we, ke 
‘the original Old Ferry Road, 
‘corduroy road, that i, one 
‘made of logs lad down across 
the marihen. Quaking. and 
jolting and in fear ofthe rob- 
ers who hid in the cedar 
forest” then covering the 
Meadows, the travelers on 
this road did. not have 
happy time of it even though 
the stage owners called their 


tsed in the early newspapers 
of New York and Newark. 


from the indian tral, would 
ever have. been posable 

tithout private enterprise. In 

the eanert days of course 

Seereereleeeiates 

Seria number of days. of 

Seon blaine” and mopaiing 


Bocreads cach year. Tn 1708, 
2 numberof roads were bull ; 
Fool iverisements bidding for public patronage 
=i Copies of two edverties ng is one 
at in Fam “Seatiel of Freedom and New lersey Advertiser” of May 1, 1827, 

tnd soem eooth om trons Dicey shiks Cine teed: er iLeaee 


travel. One at 


the labor of the landowners 
themseves 


Waten tne newark bridge 
Ad the trope enn fom 
1 were tit in 1794, funda 
eee raised ty a state 
othoried lotery and a turn 
pike company. was. formed 
hich employed an engineer 
dh led ator in the work 
Ge 1a06 and” it. sever 
ferapke companies were ts 
corperted,bulding' roads 
to Morristown, Canplowe 
(Gow Irvington), Spragield 
Pompton and. Blsabethions 
(Gow Elizabeth). All thee 
Foads had toll gnie of which 
there were several in Newari 
ee In Blood avense an 
er in Clinton avenue’ an 
ether at Mori and’ Sprint, 
field avenues, ie 
Pe od road from Newark 
to! Elzabethtown, but 
1105, was the frat cunts 
ad ung a route orga 
Ar of the Indian talfynie, 
def from the Raritan thre 
Newark and Beteving = 
Acguackasonk. But not une 
86, when the Essex Count 
id Board was created ay 
sp cosas scare le ete 
ol private highways radatn 
West from Newark uae 
the Board of Chosen Feet 


